)
:

We celebrate Advent because Easter happened. If no tfor Easter and the resurrection of Jesus of Nazar  eth
from the dead, Good Friday would be only the memory of a brave man and valiant withess to God who
failed and died. If not for Easter there would be no need to remember the anticipation of his coming and
his miraculous birth.

Advent is the Janus (Roman god facing backward and forward) of the Christian year. It looks backward at

Israel’'s expectation of a Messiah, and forward tot  he consummation, to the ultimate triumph of Christ over
sin and death that began that first Easter morning. Its themes of endings and beginnings, of patience and
waiting, give us hope in our own difficult days fi lled with complexities and powers greater than our own.

The mystery religions of Jesus’ and Paul’s day requ ired participants to reenact the same rituals each year
to ensure their minor deities existence. Not so wi  th Christians and the Church! We do not havetota ke the

Almighty god out of storage and bring Him back to | ife. He is Alive and Ever-present! Furthermore,w e are
not the same persons who celebrated Advent last yea  r. Remember how becoming a parent or grandparent
gave you a whole new perspective on things? Let's bring this attitude of wonder and openness to what

god has in store for us this Advent season.

Opportunities for giving this season include:

(1) Christmas Joy Offering on Christmas Eve and Chr  istmas. This special offering is for the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions to assist pastors and other church workers, both active and retired,
who are in financial need; and Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges in the USA.

(2) Heifer Project International. Coin boxes are a  vailable to help meet our goal of $1500 to be match  ed by

a donor.
(3) 3-Cents-A-Meal. Donations of ninc cents a day, $2.70 a month are apportioned to Beth-El Farmworke r
Ministry in Wimauma, FL, Honduras missions and our local Food Pantry.

(4) Food Pantry: Canned and boxed food is always w  elcomed as well as frozen meats and produce.

May the spirit of Christ be with you this Advent se ason.

[/
Pastor Jack Alwood !
f \

hristmas
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GOOD STEWARIDDSHIIP

Time . ... Talent. .. Treasure

The Discipleship Council deeply appreciates
the response of our church family to the
recent Stewardship campaign to “make
Stewardship a daily habit” as well as to the
confidence expressed by the congregation
through the level of its financial pledging for
the coming year.

Many members and officers of FPCCR
worked hard on the meetings, workshops,

and informational handouts provided during

this time and they deserve thanks from all of

us. God has truly blessed us and shown
his love for this church by providing the

means with which to continue his work.

%

The Board of Deacons held its meeting on
Nov. 7, with seven Deacons in attendance.

Status reports of our charges were
discussed and adjusted. Moderator JoAnne
Kendall led us in prayer for all our charges
as we named each of them.

There were no memorial receptions held
since our last meeting.

More discussion was held on our “updating”
of our Family Lists. Discussion also was
held on a tentative date for an Elder/Deacon
Retreat in January.

New Deacons coming on board in January
will be invited to attend our December Board
meeting.

Our Flower Chart was updated.

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at
2:15 p.m. The next meeting of the Deacon
Board will be Dec. 5, 2011 at 1 p.m.

Carolyn Hoskins, Secretary

—l—

Members of multiple church Councils will no
longer face an every-second-Monday of- the-
month all-day meeting marathon as they
have in the past.

Beginning in January, all four Councils will

move meeting days to one Tuesday and one
Thursday of each month, with two Councils
meeting on each day.

Tentative dates for the Councils are being
worked out and will be listed in the January
“Lamp” and in church bulletins.

All December Council meetings will be held
as usual on the second Tuesday beginning
at 9:00 a.m. with Hospitality.

7 ag‘;gﬁ Christmas music runs
S e the gamut from great
' { works like “Messiah” to
%%§§§§ songs such as “I Saw
N Mommy Kissing Santa

lemsnfnas Camata Claus”. There is some -

thing for everyone and
that is a good thing. Our Chancel Choir is
singing a brand new Cantata this year that
will bring the Christmas story to everyone
once again. “Tapestry of Light” joins the
traditional carols with Scripture. The carols
are primarily from the British Isles and the
tunes will be familiar to many of you. The
composer, Joseph Martin says “Through the
singing and sharing of this work, may the
grace that inspired these time-honored tunes
surround and inspire you. May the Father of
all light gather us all to his heart and weave
us into a wonderful tapestry of light.”

Join us for worship on Dec. 18 at 10:30 a.m.
You will be blessed!
Shirley Federico, Music Director

...and suddenly there was with the angels a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on
earth peace, good will toward men”. KJV
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Our thanks to those who signed on to purchase gifts

for SANTA FOR SENIORS. Please be sure to bring
your gifts to the church no later than 12 noon on D ec.
7 and do please follow the instructions given you w ith
the name for wrapping and labeling. Call Jan Smit h
for help or with questions.

PROJECT ANGEL TREE helps to ensure that no child
in Citrus County is forgotten by Santa. Your gifts
must be returned to the church on or before
December 10 and, as in the above, be sure to follow
the instructions for packaging and returning them.
For help if needed, contact Sharon Paup.

Thanks to all who participated in these projects!
Many people, young and old, who would have had
little or no Christmas will have a share of holiday
happiness because you cared about them!

Can you imagine going Christmas caroling with a

100% guarantee that not one flake of snow will fall and
no need to be trussed up in boots, hats, sweaters,
scarves and gloves?

Hey, this is Florida! You can do just that if you joinin

the fun on Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. when everyone is invit ed
to be part of a caroling group that will call on so me of
our housebound members and return to the church

for refreshments when the last note has been sung.
Sign up in Webster Hall if you are interested or ca |l
Barbara Dee Cawley for more information.
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For a child has been born for us, a son given tg; us
authority rests upon his shoulders and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. . Isaiah 9:6

INecermber

<. =
G-c.ooc-ﬂl e

2 |
- E™
12/01 - - PW Christmas Salad Luncheon. . . .. .. ...12 noon
Bring a salad to share and come jo in us!
12/03 - - Outdoor Yard Sale ........... 7 am.—1:30 p.m.
12/03 - - “An Evening At Radio City Music Hall”. . . 6:00 p.m.
Bring “finger food” snacks to share!
12/06-- BearBunch............... ... ....... 9:30 a.m.
12/08 -- LydiaCircle .. ............ ... . ...... 1:30 p.m.

12/09 - - “Friday Night At Our House” . ... ...
Dinner 5 p.m. (Bring dish to shar

12/10-- Men'sBreakfast............ ........ ,.9:00 a.m.
12/12 - - Council Meetings:

Hospitality — NO December m eeting

Evangelism — 10:30 a.m.

Discipleship — 1:00 p.m.

Resource — 3:00 p.m.
12/14 - - Christmas Caroling . .......... ....... 6:00 p.m.
12/18 - - Christmas Cantata by the Choir . . . .. ...10:30 a.m.
12/19 - - KoinoniaCircle . . .......... .......... 2:00 p.m
12/20-- BearBunch............... ......... .9:30 a.m

-- SessionMeeting . ......... ... .. 6:00 p.m

12/24 - - Candlelight Christmas Communion . . . . 6:00 p.m
12/25 - - Christmas Day Worship Service . . . .. ...10:30 a.m.

Food Pantry Days and Time: Unless otherwise noted,
the Food Pantry is open every Tuesday from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Volunteers are needed and welcomed. . .

Jan. 6 -- Taking Down The Greens — 10 a.m.

Jan. 15 - - Ordination and Installation of Elders & Deacons
during morning worship service.

Jan. 15 - - Begin study of “Christianity’s Family Tree” in
some Sunday School Classes.  Don't miss this
fascinating study of 8 major rel igions. Sign up

up now and come join a class!

Church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. The office is close d Friday and on all legal holidays.
Telephone messages at other times are automatically routed
to an Elder on call and returned as promptly as pos  sible.

Pastor Jack plans to be in the church office on Tue
Thursday but this schedule sometimes change
the church office for an appointment to be sure he will be in.
If your call is In an emergency he may be  reached by E- mail
at pastorjack34429@amail.com or by calling 727 -992-2405.

sday &
s. Please call

Next LAMP deadline:

Thursday, January 12 ™
Please leave items in Lamp folder in
rack outside church office door into
Westminster Hall or e- mail to me at .
gmcm50@gmail.com _ Thanks! CM
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WomeniChurch

Date/Time: Thursday, Dec. 8, 1:30 P.M.
Hostess: Jo Anne Kendall

816 S.E. 1% Ct., Crystal River
Bible Study Leader: Carolyn Hoskins
Chapter IV of “Confessing the Beatitudes”

Please call JoAnne Kendall (563-9816) if you

plan to attend or need directions to her home.
New members are always welcome!

Carolyn Hoskins, Circle Leader - 382-1875

Fellowship Hall of the
church. Members are asked to bring a plate of
cookies to share for refreshments.

Bible Study Leader: Barbara Dee Cawley
Chapter IV of “Confessing the Beatitudes”
The Koinonia Circle welcomes new members

at any time during the study year. Please
consider joining us! For information contact
Carol Fake, Circle Leader - 746-4941

——

The Dorcas Circle designs and completes a
new quilt for each occupied Habitat House
bed in Citrus County. We dedicated 2 more
homes this past month and we provided 6
quilts to the home recipients. This gives us
great pleasure to help those in need.

If you feel you can help in the making of
these quilts we would welcome you with
open arms.

We meet each 2™ and 4" Tuesday in
Westminster Hall from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
You can join us for the 6 hours or however
many you can stay. Bring your sack lunch
and be prepared for an enjoyable time.

Maxine Gaber, Chairman — 628-1495

We badly need more Teddy

Bear makers in order to keep up with the
necessary supply of these furry friends
which are given to children under age 10
who move into new Habitat For Humanity
homes.

Bear-making requires only simple cutting
and sewing skills; it's fun to do and we’ll
teach you! The “Bear Ladies” meet the 1
and 3" Tuesdays of each month at 9:30 a.m.;
you may come and go on your own
schedule. We bring a sack lunch and work
until we can’t “bear” it anymore or run out of
things to talk about, whichever comes first.
For more info contact Jean Pike at 628-0752.

st

But the angel said unto them, “Do not be
afraid; for see-I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people; to
you is born this day in the city of David,

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:9-11 NRSV
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EVANGELISM

Ever wondered how all those Christian
denominations fit into the heritage of our
family tree? In January Pastor Alwood and
other helpers will explore Church history and
the evolution of our denominations from
Orthodox to Catholic and into the many
Protestant dimensions of our faith (including
Presbyterians!). Come join us in Webster Hall
in January and February beginning Jan. 8 at 9
a.m. Workbooks can be obtained for $6.

o
that foundation M.
is Jesus Cérist.

-1 Corinhians 31 The Resource Coun cil is
pleased to report that the roof has at last been
repaired and the down payment on this
indebtedness made! We thank God for this

blessing.

Final figures from the recently completed
Stewardship campaign vyielded pledges of
funds that indicate great faith in the future of
First Church. Final figures will be available in
the near future but it appears that God has
blessed us with what will be sufficient funds
to meet our regular and perhaps even some of
our most pressing needs. Let us give thanks!

All men of the church are
invited to attend the monthly
Men's Breakfast and join
this fellowship.

The December breakfast will

be held on Saturday, Dec. 10,
at 9:00 a.m. Please sign the sheet in Webster
Hall if you plan to attend.

mall group gatherings to get to know Pastor
Jack and wife Claudia have begun but more
hosts are needed to open their homes for one
of these gatherings. If you are willing to invite a
few church members and/or friends into your
home for one of these get-togethers, call Mary

Wilson for more information.

iiii
The “social calendar” at Welcome

FPCCR continues to be filled with events that
provide both fun and food. First up, Dec. 3 at 6
p.m. is the “Evening At Radio City Music Hall”,
a bite out of the Big Apple with fun provided
and “finger food” snacks to be brought by
those attending. “Friday Night At Our House”
is set for Dec. 9 and will offer “Songs of
Christmas” as well as the potluck dinner,
beginning at 5 p.m. Plan to attend both events
as part of your Christmas celebration.

The “Dinners For Eight” dinner bell is still
ringing, but dinnertime is drawing near! If you
are interested in being part of this fellowship,
please sign up at once so you will be included
in one of the groups now forming. For more
information, contact Jinny Huffman.

CHRIST
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BY
MARY JANE SCHMITT
Church Librarian Dear Christian Friends,
_ _ o Please accept my sincere “thank you” to all
Many new and interesting religious books are who have sent cards, made phone calls, said
on our shelves! prayers on my behalf and have shown
concern for my well being in the past several
The Gospel of Matthew, _ Vols. 1 & 2, Chap. 1 months. The love and support are deeply felt
through 10 and Chap. 11 through 28.  The _ and cherished. Joanne Ne sler
Gospel of Mark, The Gospel of Luke, and The
Gospel of John, VolIs. 1 & 2. All these were
written by Wm. Barclay. (226)
God’'s Word To The Nations _ by the Nations To my church family,
Bible Society. This is a mission reference. Thank you for all your prayers, calls and cards
(230) during my husband’s illness and passing. Itis
great to have a church family and a wonderful
Two Books on The Revelation of John |, Vol. 1 pastor. Fondly, Nancy Co Igan

& 2 by Wm. Barclay. (221)

Love Walked Among Us by Paul Miller.
Learning to love like Jesus. (241)

To All The Members and Friends of FPCCR,
It was a great experience to be acknowledged
for the work that | do for the church. Thank

Putting Amazing Back Into Grace _ by Michael you for your trust!

Horton. Embracing the heart of the Gospel
(234)

| just want to say that anything | do, | do with
the held of God and all the other volunteers
who are so busy with the work of the church.
The church’'s success is due to great
teamwork and the leader’s ability to see the
problems and issues — then to create plans
through discussion and compromise.

Temple Maintenance , Love, and Come Unto
Me by James P. Gills. (230)

All three of the above books were donated to
the Library by Helga and Alex McConnell.

Love Wins by Rob Bell is about heaven, hell
and the fate of every person who ever lived
(234); also a book by Mark Galli, God Wins
which is a rebuttal to the above stating why
the Good News is better. (239).

It was a wonderful feeling to be acknowledged
for this work that is both challenging as well

as fulfilling. In allowing me to fill this role, y ou
are trusting God to lead both me and the
congregation to carry on his work.

These two books were donated to the Library
by Jinny Huffman in memory of John R.
Schmitt.

| also want to express appreciation for the
opportunity to work with a wonderful team of
volunteers.  Together, we are building a
stronger foundation based on faith, prayer and
ministries. Eda Holt
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